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How to mobilize people to vote? 



An empirical question 

R O1 X O2 

R O1  O2 

Classic experimental design 

Key: 

R = randomization 

O1 = pretest 

X = treatment 

O2 = posttest 



G. Michael Weiksner, Stanford University, 2008 http://slideplayer.us/slide/273087/  

http://slideplayer.us/slide/273087/


Data 

Observations: 894,792 

Variables: 32 

Data source: Public voter records; Author 

Format: Comma delimited 

Size: 57MB 



Mobilizing the vote 

https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/nudge-nudge-think-think-experimenting-

with-ways-to-change-civic-behaviour/ch5-voting  
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The ISPS Data Archive 



Sample study 

Source: The Daily Planet 



The value of these data 

Content Quality Transparency 

Curate  

to enable re-use 

Share  

to advance science 

Experiment  

to produce evidence 



Quality: Curate to enable re-use 

Consultative Committee for Space Data Systems (CCSDS). (2012). Reference model for an Open Archival Information System (OAIS). 

Magenta Book CCSDS 650.0-B-1, p. 3-1. Retrieved from http://public.ccsds.org/publications/archive/650x0m2.pdf 

Ensure that the information to be preserved is Independently 

Understandable to the Designated Community. In particular, the 

Designated Community should be able to understand the 

information without needing special resources such as the 

assistance of the experts who produced the information. 

http://public.ccsds.org/publications/archive/650x0m2.pdf
http://public.ccsds.org/publications/archive/650x0m2.pdf


Data Quality Review 

Source: Peer, Green, and Stephenson. 2014. Committing to Data Quality Review. International Journal of Digital Curation, 19(1): 263-291. doi:10.2218/ijdc.v9i1.317  



Transparency: Share to advance science 

• Availability of open data 

• Complements design registries 

• Re-use in research  

• Validate analysis; Re-analysis / meta-analysis; Uncover problems, e.g., 

missing data; Look for correlates of effect heterogeneity, e.g., location; 

Extrapolate effects to new target populations, e.g., youth 

• Re-use in teaching & training 

• “Replication of surprising results is good for the discipline, replication of 

classic experiments is beneficial for students…builds programming, 

analysis, and experimenter skills in a [safe] environment...” John Rogers 

http://thepoliticalmethodologist.com/2014/12/12/on-the-replication-of-experiments-in-teaching-and-training/  
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Content: Experiment to produce evidence 

• Value for designated community 

• Represents cumulative evidence that answers specific 

questions 

• Demonstrates the relevance of the method to key 

theoretical issues 

• Demonstrates wide range of experiments and cross-

disciplinary appeal 

 

• Re-use in “real world” 

• Evidence-based policy making 
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Thank you! 

 

limor.peer@yale.edu 

@l_peer 

http://isps.yale.edu/ 
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